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I’m having a few issues at school. My teacher, 

Mrs. Winters, and I don’t see eye to eye. To Mrs. 

Winters and my mom that means that when Mrs. 

Winters talks I don’t always listen very well. 

I think sometimes she doesn’t listen very well 

when I’m talking. I don’t say that, though. That 

would be Very Bad Manners on my part.

 Just this morning I tried to tell her that the 

class gecko, T-Rex, was stuck in the radiator, but 

Mrs. Winters Does Not Like to Be Interrupted

(Even if it is a life or death emergency)
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she said “Not To Interrupt Her For The Fourth 

Time This Morning!” She seemed kind of screechy 

so I said, in my most patient and calming voice, 

“When I get upset it helps me to calm down by 

taking three deep breaths.”  

 Then I had to take a time out in the hall.  

 There wasn’t much to do out there, so I 

conducted an experiment. I wondered how many 

times I could spin in a circle before I puked. I 

was up to 24 when a sixth grader walked by and 

called me a “weirdo.” I stopped spinning and 

immediately smashed into the wall. Apparently, 

he found this very funny, because he laughed 

until he snorted.  
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 “At least I don’t snort!” I called in his general 

direction.  

 It was actually kind of hard to focus because 

my head was spinning so fast I had to squeeze 

my eyes shut. My stomach started to get squeegy. 

I think I had gotten pretty close to puking! 

Awesome!
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Luckily, while I was taking some time to think 

about my behavior and testing out my theories 

on spinning and puking, Mrs. Winters found 

T-Rex before he got too toasty.  

     I rushed across our classroom, through Jack 

and Evan’s science project volcano, to Mrs. 

Winters. I had about a thousand facts about 

geckos jumping around in my head that I was 

sure she would love to know.  

Girls Are Confusing

(Geckos aren‘t for everyone)



8 9

     “Mrs. Winters, Mrs. Winters,” I called as those 

facts started spilling out of my mouth.  

 I squeezed in front of the other kids who were 

crowded around Mrs. Winters and T-Rex. 

 “Did you know that although geckos are often 

mistaken for descendents of dinosaurs they 

really aren’t, but birds are? And did you know 

that Leopard Geckos like T-Rex are found in hot 

countries like India? So T-Rex would prefer to 

be warm and it is pretty cold out today. I believe 

that’s why he was curled up in the radiator. 

He was listening to his natural instincts! But, 

Mrs. Winters,” I said, “Geckos don’t like to be 

barbecued in elementary schools.”  


