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' TWENTY-FIVE YEARS ASQ THIS WAS
SPERQS CITY, THE CAPITAL CITY QF A
CYBORE RACE, WHOSE POPULATION WAS
REDISTRIBUTED INTQ NINE UNIQUE
CITY-STATES, RULED QVER BY THEIR
NEW IXTH GENERATION QVERLORDS.

BEEN RELEGATED TQ A WORKER
CASTE KEPT IN LINE BY THE
WARRIOR CASTE QF SYNTHETIC
XVs, WHO CARRIED THE LIKENESS
OF THEIR MASTERS.

THE NINE FIEFPOMS EREW AND
PEVELQPED A PERSONALITY MOPELED
AND NAMED AFTER THEIR IX. T CHOSE
THE NORTHERNMOST ONE FOR
A VAR\E'W QF REASONS, AN TRIED TQ
MAKE THE SOMEWHAT ISQLATED
“APHEOV/TE” A HARMONIQUS,
ACEFUL LAND.

THE FIRST PECAVE WAS QUIET, AND T
WAS HQPEFUL FOR QUR BURGEONING
UTQPIA. ULTIMATELY IT WAS ONLY

PURING THE SECOND PECAVE A FEW

SKIRMISHES BROKE QUT, BUT IN THE

LAST FIVE YEARS IT°S BEEN ENPLESS
WAR BETWEEN THEM ALL.

ANCES SHIFTED BETWEEN THE
VARIQUS IXs. ALWAYS
FQUR-ON-FQUR, T WAS THE ONLY
ONE WHO ABSTAINED FROM ALL THE
NONSENSE. A LUXURY PERHAPS QF
MY CHOQSING A SECLUPED REGION
NO ONE ELSE PESIRED.

(@

WAS ALL A GAME TQ THEM. IF
ONE QF THEM PIED, THEIR
CONSCIQUSNESS AND MEMORIES
WQULP BE POWNLOAVED INTQ A




HAPES AND T WERE THE ONLY TWQ WHO RETAINED QUR
ORIGINAL BQDIES, AND SHE TOQK GREAT PRIDE IN THAT.

ACTED LIKE THE CHILPREN T WAS
FOSTERED ALONESIPE, BUT I
WONPERED |F THEY WERE MERELY
CRUEL FACSIMILES.

' MY RECENT PECISION TO JOIN THE
ACTION WAS AN ATTEMPT TQ PUT A
| STOPTOALL THE MEANINELESS ’
VIOLENCE. '
N

' HAPES WAS THE STRONGEST QF THE QTHER
EIGHT, AND T KNEW IF T COULY SET TQ HER,

THE QTHERS WQULY LISTEN.

WTFZ THOSE
WERE MY BEST
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YQU CALL
THIS A GANE? HOW
MANY INNOCENT
CYBORES HAVE BEEN
SLAUGHTERED HERE
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STQP YOUR
WHINING. YQU

KNQW PAMN

WELL WE

BRING THEM




LET ME SPILL
YQUR EUTS ANP YQU
CMN TELL ME IF YOU

CARE WHEN YQU

COME BACK.

YES,

11’6 €00V TO
SEE YOU. IT’S
BEEN AFEW
YEARS.

THIS
RESURRECTION...
HOW 7Q YQU KNOW
1T’S THE SAME BEING
THAT WAKES UP AND
NQT A COPY?

EQ NEAD...

WHQ ARE YQU TQ
PREACH AT ME? YOUR
MORALITY POESN'T
EXTEND TQ THE REST QF
US..AND IT MAKES YQU
LOOK WEAK.




DAWN 1T,
APHROPITE. WE HAVE
RULES, YQU KNOW.
YOU AGREED TQ SIT
THIS QUT. YOU CAN'T
JUST JUMP IN ON
APQLLQ’S TEAM LAST
MINUTE.

QW...
YOU STUPIP
Q

ARES,
ARTEMIS...T'M NOT
ON ANYONE’S TEAM.
T WANT THE VIOLENCE
TQ STQP.

WHY? WHAT \ VEA,
FLSE ARE WE e SWEETHEART,
SUPPOSED TO \ COME ON. YOU WERE
v0? THE ONE WHO SAD
\ WE NEEDED T0
MAINTAIN OUR
SKILLS.

THAT WAS
TWENTY-FIVE YEARS
A&Q, RIGHT AFTER WE
SAW THAT THING THAT
KILLED THE REAL
HEPHAESTUS.* WE
HAVEN'T SEEN
ITSINCE.

In the landmark
Aphrodite 1X '11!4/




