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MRS, PEEL,
WE'RE
INVITED.
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THE SOIREE
OF THE CENTURY,
APPARENTLY.
LLOYD CUSHING'S
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_ { THEN YOU
THE SAME, THE X CAN WEAR

THEME IS BLACK O\ THIS.
AND WHITE. Masks |l
REQUIRED UNTIL /] /I HAVEN'T
MIDNIGHT, £ [ BROUGHT You
NYTHING.
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WOULDN'T
PREAM OF
UTTING YOU
THROUGH SUCH
TROUBLE.
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THE ONE W AND you? \
YOU LOST. /Ml ANYTHING TO ) 8 "OH, I'M SURE T
O\ WEAR? CAN SCROUNGE UP
SOMETHING."
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I FEEL
LINDERDRESSED
NEXT TO YOU.
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| TO OUR
TO MAKE. HEALTH.

(\ CHAMPAGNE, |
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50 GLAD You
CAME! ALLOW ME TO
INTRODUCE MY WIFE,
ALICIA, AND AIR CHIEF
MARSHAL TREVOR
| SEABROOK, HEAD OF
N\ OUR NATIONAL SPACE
4 PROGRAMME.

LIKEWISE.
TELL ME, HAROLD,
HOW DID YOL/
COME TO HOST
MR, CUSHING'S
BALL?

.....

YOU MEAN WHY
ON EARTH HAVE I
SACRIFICED THE LAST
MONTH OF MY LIFE TO
SUCH AN ELABORATE,
FLEETING "SOCIAL
SCULPTURE?" ASK ALICIA,
SHE'S THE GLUEST
OF HONCLIR.

A CONVENIENCE OF
PDIPLOMALY. CUSHING COULD
NEVER HAVE THROWN IT FOR
ONE OF HIS SWANS
WITHOUT OFFENDING THE
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DO YOU DO.
MRS. CROFT WAS
JUST MENTIONING

YOUR SWANS?

I WAS READING
PATRICK CONWAY, IN
WHICH HE DESCRIBED "A
GCATHERING OF SWANS, AN
ALOOF ARMADA, THEIR
FEATHERS FLOATING AWAY
OVER THE WATER LIKE THE
TRAILING HEMS OF SNOWY
BALL-GOWNS."

I THOUGHT,

"T KNOW THOSE
WOMEN."

OF UNPURCHASABLE
SUBSTANCES; WOMEN WITH
SUCH A COMPLETE
AESTHETIC TALENT THEY

| CONSTRUCT THEMSELVES

\ AS LIVING SELF-PORTRAITS

\ SO FULLY-REALIZED THE |,
REST OF US CAN SEE /4

NOTHING ELSE. 4
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7 WHAT DO
/  You THINK, MR.
CUSHING? DOES
|  OuR MRS, PEEL
\ HERE HAVE SWAN
\  POTENTIAL?




