MERRY LITTLE SURGE OF ELECTRICITY PIPED
BY AUTOMATIC ALARM FROM THE MOOD ORGAN
BESIDE HIS BED AWAKENED RICK DECKARD.

SURPRISED-IT ALWAYS SURPRISED HIM TO FIND
HIMSELF AWAKE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE-HE ROSE FROM
THE BED, STOOD UP IN HIS MULTICOLORED PAJAMAS,
AND STRETCHED. NOW, IN HER BED, HIS WIFE
IRAN OPENED HER GRAY, UNMERRY EVES, BLINKED,
THEN GROANED AND SHUT HER EVES AGAIN.

IF YOU SET THE SURGE UP
HIGH ENOUGH, YOU'LL BE GLAD
YOU'RE AWAKE; THAT'S THE

AT SETTING C
B
\\\ CONSCIOUSNESS, AS /|

T DOES FOR ME.
e cm——

YOU SET
YO_lflg PENFIELD

0 WEAK.

KEEP YOUR
HAND OFF MY
SETTINGS.

HER VOICE HELD
BITTER SHARPNESS.

I DON'T
WANT T0 BE
AWAKE.

HE SEATED HIMSELF
BESIDE HER, BENT OVER HER,

AND EXPLAINED SOFTLY.

I FRIENDLILY, BECAUSE HE FELT WELL-DIsPosED [
TOWARD THE WORLD — HIS SETTING HAD BEEN
AT D—HE PATTED HER BARE, PALE SHOULDER. [~ |



U'MNOT W 4F FELT IRRITABLE,
A COP. NOW, ALTHOUGH HE
HADN'T DIALED FOR IT.

YOU'RE
WORSE,

HIS WIFE SAID, HER
EVES STILL SHUT. YOU'RE
A MURDERER
HIRED BY
THE COPS.

T'VE NEVER

KILLED A HUMAN

BEING IN MY
LIFE.

HIS IRRITABILITY
HAD RISEN NOW; HAD PRexsss
BECOME OUTRIGHT :
HOSTILITY.

T NOTICE YOU'VE NEVER HAD ANY HESITATION
AS TO SPENDING THE BOUNTY MONEY I BRING HOME ON
WHATEVER MOMENTARILY ATTRACTS YOUR ATTENTION.

A MERE ELECTRIC ANIMAL,
@& AND ME EARNING ALL THAT

4 I'VE WORKED MY WAY UP TO
THROUGH THE YEARS.

50 WE couu) N\
BUY A REAL SHEEP, _ AT HIS CONSOLE HE HESITATED ;
TO REPLACE THAT FAKE BETWEEN DIALING FOR A THALAMIC |l
ELECTRIC ONE SUPPRESSANT (WHICH WOULD
UPSTAIRS. ABOLISH HIS MOOD OF RAGE) OR A
THALAMIC STMULANT CWHICH
WOULD MAKE HIM IRKED ENOUGH
TO WIN THE ARGUMENT).

1 “IF YOU DIAL," IRAN SAID,
EVES OPEN AND WATCHING, |
“FOR GREATER VENOM, THEN

I'LL DIAL THE SAME."

T'LL DIAL
THE MAXIMUM AND
YOU'LL SEE A FIGHT THAT
MAKES EVERY ARGUMENT
WE'VE HAD UP TO
NOW SEEM LIKE  DIAL AND
NOTHING.  SEE; JUST



SHE ROSE SWIFTLY, LOPED T0
THE CONSOLE OF HER OWN
MOOD ORGAN, STOOD GLARING

AT HIM, WAITING.
HE SIGHED, DEFEATED
BY HER THREAT.

T'LL DIAL

WHAT'S ON MY

SCHEDULE FOR
TODAY.

EXAMINING THE SCHEDULE FOR
JANUARY 3, 207I, HE SAW THAT

A BUSINESSLIKE PROFESSIONAL
ATTITUDE WAS CALLED FOR.

IF T DIAL BY
SCHEDULE,

HE SAID WARILY,

WILL
YOU AGREE TO
ALS0?

HE WAITED, CANNY ENOUGH
NOT TO COMMIT HIMSELF
UNTIL HIS WIFE HAD AGREED
T0 FOLLOW SUIT.

MY SCHEDULE FOR
TODAY LISTS A SIX HOUR
SELF-ACCUSATORY
DEPRESSION.

WHAT?
WHY DID YOU
SCHEDULE
THAT?

. IT DEFEATED THE
WHOLE PURPOSE OF
THE MOOD ORGAN.

7 IDIDN'T
B[ EVEN KNOW YOU '
& COULD SETIT |

FOR THAT,
HE SAID
GLOOMILY.




FRIENDLY FRIENDS' AND HE

ONE I HATE; YoU KNOW,

"T WAS SITTING HERE "AND NATURALLY I HAD TURNED
ON 'BUSTER FRIENDLY AND HIS W\ "AND THEN THAT AWFUL
ONE AFTERKOON, COMMERCIAL CAME ON, THE

WAS TALKING ABOUT A Bl NEWS
ITEM HE'S ABOUT TO BREAK

"EMPTY APAR TMEN TS,
- . -
RICK SAID. SOMETIMES HE HEARD THEM AT NIGHT
WHEN HE WAS SUPPOSED TO BE ASLEEP. AND YET, FOR
THIS DAY AND AGE A ONE-HALF OCCUPIED CONAPT BUILDING
RATED HIGH IN THE SCHEME OF POPULATION DENSITY;
OUT IN WHAT HAD BEEN BEFORE THE WAR THE SUBLIRBS,
ONE COULD FIND BUILDINGS EN T/RELV EMPTV

...OR 50 HE HAD HEARD. HE HAD LET T/-/E
INFORMATION REMAIN SECONDHAND;
LIKE MOST PEOPLE HE DID NOT CARE

TO EXPERIENCE IT DIRECTLY.

"MY FIRST REACTION CONSISTED
OF BEING GRATEFUL THAT WE
COULD AFFORD A PENFIELD M0OD
ORGAN. BUT THEN I REALIZED HOW
UNHEALTHY IT WAS, SENSING THE
ABSENCE OF LIFE, NOT JUST IN THIS

BUILDING BUT EVERYWHERE, AND
NOT REACTING -- DO YOU SEE?

M
INTELLECTUALLY,
T DIDN'T FEEL IT.

FOR MOUNTIBANK LEAD
CODPIECES. AND S0
FOR A MINUTE I SHUT
OFF THE SOUND.

"AND I HEARD
THE BUILDING,
THIS BUILDING;
I HEARD THE--"

P

"BUT THAT USED TO BE CONSIDERED A
SIGN OF MENTAL ILLNESS; THEY
CALLED IT "ABSENCE OF APPROPRIATE
AFFECT.’ 80 I LEFT THE TV SOUND OFF
AND I SAT DOWN AT MY MOOD ORGAN
AND I EXPERIMENTED. AND I FINALLY

FOUND A SETTING FOR DESPAIR."

HER DARK, PERT |t
l  FACE SHOWED
SATISFACTION,
AS IF SHE
HAD ACHIEVED
SOMETHING
OF WORTH.

’3‘0 I PUT IT ON MY SCHEDIILE FOR
™| TWICE A MONTH; I THINK THAT'S A |
I8 REASONABLE AMOUNT OF TIME TO FEEL

7| HOPELESS ABOUT EVERYTHING, ABOUT
STAYING HERE ON FARTH AFTER
EVERYBODY WHO'S SMART HAS |
EMIGRATED, DON'T YOU THINK?



"BUT A MOOD LIKE THAT, " o il
RICK SAID, "YOU'RE APT TO STAY | -] . = . T PROGRAM
IN IT, NOT DIAL YOUR WAY 0UT. |- t FOR AN AUTOMATIC
DESPAIR LIKE THAT, ABOUT TOTAL RESETTING FOR THREE

REALITY, IS SELF-PERPETUATING. " : HOURS LATER,

OPEN TO ME IN THE FUTURE;
NEW HOPE THAT --_

"I KNOW 48, =
HE INTERRUPTED. HE |

COMBINATION MANY
TIMES; HE RELIED
ON IT GREATLY.

"LISTEN,"HE SAID, SEATING HIMSELF
ON HIS BED AND TAKING
HOLD OF HER HANDS TO DRAW
HER DOWN BESIDE HIM,

EVEN WITH AN
AUTOMATIC CUTOFF
IT'S DANGEROUS
TO UNDERGO A
DEPRESSION,
ANY KIND.

FORGET WHAT YOU'VE
SCHEDULED AND I'LL FORGET
WHAT I'VE SCHEDULED; WE'LL

DIAL A 104 TOGETHER AND BOTH
EXPERIENCE IT, AND THEN YOU ST
IN IT WHILE T RESET MINE FOR
MY USUAL BUSINESSLIKE ¢
ATTITUDE.

5is

T CAN'T
STAND TV BEFORE
BREAKFAST.

THAT WAY I'LL WANT TO
HOP UP TO THE ROOF AND CHECK
OUT THE SHEEP AND THEN HEAD

FOR THE OFFICE;

W FROM THE BEDROOM
[l /RAN'S VOICE CAME.

MEANWHILE I'LL
KNOW YOU'RE NOT
SITTING HERE BROODING
WITH NO TV.

"DIAL 888," RICK SAID AS
THE SET WARMED. "THE
DESIRE TO WATCH TV,
NO MATTER WHAT'S ON IT."

HE RELEASED HER SLIM, T DON'T FEEL
LONG FINGERS, PASSED THROUGH LIKE DIALING ANYTHING
THE SPACIOUS APARTMENT AT ALL RIGHT NOW.

T0 THE LIVING ROOM, WHICH

SMELLED FAINTLY OF LAST

NIGHT'S CIGARETTES.

THERE HE BENT T0O
TURN ON THE TV.
& h
5

B

T,

DIAL A SETTING
THAT STIMULATES
MY CEREBRAL CORTEX
INTO WANTING
TO DIAL!




