
Oh! Hi there!  
My name is George.  
I’ll be your guide in 

this book!



Getting Creative with Parts

When you’re building, it really doesn’t matter what bricks you start 
with. The most important thing is to be creative with the materials 
you have. 

With a little imagination, even the simplest elements can have an 
amazing variety of uses. 

BUILDING BASICS

Engine Pistons

License Plate

Exhaust Pipes

Shock Absorbers

Logo for 
the grille

Springs
Chairs

Side mirrors
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The LEGO building system has a few different ways to measure distance. We’ll 
usually measure pieces in terms of their width and their height. The LEGO brick  
on the right is 2 studs wide and 1 brick high. Three plates are equal in height 
to one brick.

For many years, the only thing you could do with bricks was stack them one on 
top of another. But in the past decade or so, the LEGO Group has introduced 
many more elements that allow you to build sideways! This created a small 
revolution in building techniques.  

A lot of builders know that. But there’s a top-secret 
magic formula that only expert builders know:

2 STUDS WIDE

1 PLATE
TALL

3 PLATES = 1 BRICK

5 plates = 2 studs5 plates

2 STUDS

How Bricks Fit Together

So what does this imply?

With these simple 
bricks, you can 

literally build in 
a new dimension!

It might not be obvious, but all of these combinations were 
built with the magic formula in mind. Take a closer look. 
Do you see how they’ve been combined?



13

That’s all interesting in theory, but how can we put this knowl-
edge to use? This book is full of examples of these techniques. 
Here are a few:

But wait, there’s more! Here’s another example of an intrigu-
ing piece. Ever wonder why the clip isn’t perfectly centered in 
the plate?

To find out, let’s add a few more parts. It turns out that it’s 
another clever decision, with the magic formula in mind again.

Now that you understand these basic techniques, 
let’s start putting them into practice.

Keep your eyes open for the magic formula!

Why this gap ?

SAME HEIGHT!

I used a clip trick (like 
the one shown above) to 
attach the windshield of 
the Multi-Purpose Truck.

In the Muscle Car’s back 
light, the magic formula 
is clearly visible!

5 plates = 2 studs



Let’s go!

One more thing! You’ll see a classification like 
this on the introduction page for each model. 

This tells you how complex the model is.

How difficult the model is to build

How many working functions it has

How many pieces are needed
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